Lasso, Polygonal Lasso, and
Magnetic Lasso Tips




The lasso tool is great for making a quick, irregularly shaped selection. For example, if you need to select the area
containing this faded, penciled-in text, you could just draw around it with the lasso tool.

=% [File] Edit Image Layer Select Fiter Analysic 3D View Window\\ Help Mg §9+ 581w v m DESIGN  PAINTING 3> CSLivew 2 [
mag y
o - | (R ‘ Feather: [0 px | [ Ant-alias Refine Edge... \

NWP_Golden_Grizzly._Ficld_Notes Computations_Coordinate_Sheets_1380_Page_112.1if |® 58.1% (Layer 1. RGB/8#) * X
g O N S, W L

It would then be easy to
sharpen the text using the
Unsharp Mask filter,
without having to create a
new layer (see next slide).
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Go to Filter -> Sharpen -> Unsharp Mask
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Make sure “Preview” is selected in the Unsharp Mask dialog box, then adjust the Unsharp Mask filter options until the

text is as dark as needed. \

The Unsharp Mask will
only be applied to the
area inside the lasso
selection, even though
it is not on a separate
layer.

Remember to save your
work.
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The polygonal lasso tool is useful for selecting areas that have sharp corners, but are not exactly regular in shape.
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With the polygonal lasso tool selected (it’s under the lasso tool box), click on one of the corners of the not-quite-square

area to add an anchor

Then, move the mouse
to the next corner. You
will see a line
connecting the original
anchor point to
wherever you point the

mouse. \
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Continue clicking around the area, adding anchor points at each corner, until you get back to the original anchor point.
Click once again on the original anchor point to close the polygonal selection. The entire not-quite-square area inside
the polygon is now selected.
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If needed, you can now
make the selected area

a new layer using -

Layer -> New ->

Layer via Copy or Layer
via Cut (ctrl +J or ctrl +
shift + J).

Or, you could perform
any other needed
adjustments to the
area, such as
sharpening any faded
text (see lasso tool
example).

Remember to save
your work.
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The magnetic lasso tool is useful for selecting irregular areas that would require hand-cramping precision when

tracing the area if using the normal lasso tool. It is located under the lasso tool box.

With the magnetic

lasso tool selected,

click anywhere on
the border of the
area you need to
select. This adds

TS File Edit Imageslayer Select  Filter Anslysic 3D View Window Help | '

||m DESIGN  PAINTING 33 | (O cSlive~ 7

2 | ng/{\ Festher: [0 | A Antvalis | Wikt (10 | Comtresis (0% | Frevencys [57 | | @l | | fefe e

NWP_%H_Griuly_Field_Noles._CcmpuL?Iicns_Cooldinale_Sheets_lBS(I_Fage_ﬂZ.lif @ 151% (Background copy, RGB/8#) * (X

Tor

ISTORY D
Rotate Canvs : n . RGE Red
R

WLl

SWATCHES

RGE Yelowr
[ Roe Green
RGB Cysn

| T
[ RsB Magenta
wihite
10% Gray

an anchor point.
Then, move the
mouse around the
edge of the
selection area.
You don’t have to
be as precise in
your mouse
movements, since
the magnetic
effect will “stick”
the lasso to the
edges, adding
anchor points
automatically.
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Once you trace all the way back to the start, click on the original anchor point again to close the selection area.

Now that the area
is selected, you
can create a new
layer, sharpen the
interior, or
perform any other
necessary
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adjustments.

Remember to save
your work.
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